
California’s Internet Service Providers have been working to address the digital divide by offering reduced-cost Internet service 
options, free digital literacy training, and device giveaways to qualified consumers. Despite the availability of these reduced-cost 
programs, adoption among some eligible consumers, specifically residents of public housing, remains a challenge.  Senator Steven 
Bradford is authoring SB 743 as an immediate solution that will address barriers to adoption for public housing residents and get 
some of California’s hardest-to-reach residents online.

The SB 743 Objective: 
Connectivity in Public Housing

SB 743 ensures that we provide and administer broadband 
programs and services to consumers living in public housing, so 
they have the tools and resources to participate in our digital 
economy.

California has more than 300,000 public housing units, but a large portion of 
these residents do not subscribe for service.

SB 743: 
The Public Housing Broadband Bill

A Targeted Grant Program to 
Get More Californians Online

SB 743 would allow the California Department of 
Housing and Community Development to administer 
a grant program to fund broadband adoption, digital 
literacy, computer equipment, and Internet service for 
residents in public housing developments.  

Specifically, SB 743 would authorize the Department 
of Housing and Community Development to provide 
grants for residence in public housing to receive:  

Free Internet service in individual units and 
common areas

Free digital literacy training programs

Free computers and devices

New computer labs in common areas
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SB 743: 
The Public Housing Broadband Bill

Funding Available to Successfully Advance the 
Public Housing Broadband Bill

New federal COVID-19 relief funds, through the American Rescue Plan Act, provide an opportunity for California to invest in 
broadband infrastructure and adoption programs. Governor Newsom and the State Legislature should prioritize the use of this 
funding to address digital literacy for some of California’s most vulnerable populations and provide adequate funding for SB 743.  
With the proper funding, SB 743 would do more to close the digital divide for public housing residents than any other proposed 
policy solutions. 

Effectively Builds on Existing Broadband 
Programs & Investments

SB 743 builds on Senator Bradford’s 2013 legislation that funded 
broadband infrastructure for public housing developments that did not 
have Internet service.  Now that the service is available, SB 743 will 
provide resources to get the residents connected.   

YES on SB 743 - A Faster Way Forward

Families in public housing will benefit immediately through the grants 
authorized by SB 743 and federal or state funding to ensure successful 
implementation. Low-income and public housing residents have been 
disproportionately impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic and must be a top 
priority as we work to close California’s digital divide. 
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